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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Extension agents have been employed in East Baton
Rouge Parish intermittently since 1915.

Since 1945, two

agents have been continuously employed .

East Baton Rouge

Parish is an industrial parish with a well balanced agricultural industry.

Since World War II, the percentage of 4-H

Club members living on farms have rapidly declined and the
percentage of 4-H Club members from urban areas and rural
non-farm areas have increased .

At the same time, total 4-H

Club enrollment went up steadily to a peak of 2,000 members
in 1957, declined to 1,500 members in 1960, and has remained
about the same to the present time .
Parish and State activities available for 4-H Club
participation have improved greatly in the past ten years.
Some of the parish activities include (1) annual 4-H Achievement Day , (2) annual 4-H Livestock Show, (3) picnic and parties, (4) livestock show parades.

State activities include

(1) Four-H Shortcourse, (2) State Livestock Show, and (3)
seven 4-H camps·including four junior camps, two senior camps,
and one wildlife forestry camp .
During this period when 4-H clubs were improving rapidly and shifting from r ural to urban or suburban areas, other
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extra curricula activities associated with the school sys tem seemed to have increased at an even greater speed .
Hence, competition from other clubs is quite keen . In some
cases these other clubs seem to have a built-in advantage
with their sponsors--(the teachers), who were with them
every day and usually meeting with the members at least
once per week .
Some of these clubs up-to-date methods of programming for teen-agers probably had some bearing on their popularity in the school system .
On the other hand, the 4- H program had the goodwill
of most of the principals and supervisors due in some cases
to their prior affiliation with the club program as members
in their youth .

Four- H projects are usually money- making or

money-saving and there is something that you can usually put
your hands on.

During the past thirty years, high caliber

professional extension employees are believed to have had
some bearing on the general goodwill of 4-H in the parish .
Negro families in East Baton Rouge Parish have one
of the highest income levels in the South .

This is primar-

ily due to the petro-chemical and supporting industries in
Baton Rouge, the many teachers that commute to outlying
areas, and families can be selective in the activities in
which their children participate .
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Purpose of the Study
The basic philosophy of Extension involves the principles of democratic participation of local people in determining their needs and objectives and in planning their activities .

It involves the parents ' concern in growth in cit-

izenship for their children.

This means the community should

be geared and integrated to the welfare of the children.

Four-H programs should point toward the personal and
social growth of youth .

Good judgment dictates that parents '

concern, knowledge of, and cooperation in the 4-H program are
needed. 1
This study was made as a result of a specific need
That need is to find some better ways of getting club members
to participate in greater numbers in more Extension activities .
In connection with this need, the study was made to
obtain and interpret information relative to the characteristics of parents of club members participating in Extension activities .
Scope of the Study
This study included 106 families with club members
enrolled in six senior 4-H clubs.

Both rural and urban fam-

ilies were included in the study .
1 Robert C. Clark, "Factors Associated with Reenrollment in 4-H Clubs," University of Wisconsin Research Bulletin,
No . 195, (1956) .
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This study was limited to the problem of participation of only senior club members (14 years of age and up).
In order to eliminate certain factors that hinder
participation in Extension activities, only leaders with
three or more years of experience in 4-H Club work were included in the study.
Statement of the Problem
The enrollment of 1,500 club members who participate in Extension activities seems to be entirely too low .
During the year, parish records show an average of 25 senior
club members who attend camp .
other than conduct .
course .

Yet there are no restrictions

Fifteen members attended the 4-H Short-

On an average this figure could double under pres -

ent restrictions .
the livestock show.

Twenty- five members brought animals to
The restrictions included ability of

agent to supervise projects and expenses for the club member .
The purpose of this study was to find out to what extent the
economic conditions, educational level, occupations, size of
family, age, prior participation with the Extension program
and location of the home of parents have affected 4-H members ' participation in Extension activities .
Methods of Collecting Data
The review of previous research material in 4- H Club
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participation and related studies, beliefs held by other
Extension workers , and personal experience as a 4-H Club
member and as an Extension agent , suggested a number of
factors that deserved investigation for their bearing on
club members' participation.

These factors have been

placed under the following headings:

(1) Occupation, (2)

Residence, (3) Length of time in the community, (4) Tenure,

(5) Size of family, (6) Children with past 4-H experience,
(7) Assistance given by parents, (8) Knowledge of present
agents, (9) Knowledge of former agents, (10) Knowledge of
other agricultural workers, (11) Past experience as a 4-H
member, (12) Past experience as a 4-H leader, (13) Other
clubs in which children are memoers, (14) Participation of
children in various camps, (15) Clubs of parents, (16)
Prior affiliation with agents, (17) Age, (18) Family income,
and (19) Educational level.
A three page questionnaire was taken to club meeting and given to the club members .

The club members took

the questionnaires to their parents for completion and returned them the following day .

-They questionnaires were

issued by two leaders and the Extension agent, and checked
as they were returned.
Definitions of Terms Used
To further clarify certain terms used in this study,
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the following definitions are given:
4-H club member .

Any person 14 years of age or

over, who is currently enrolled in the 4-H Club program .
4-H club leader •

.Any classroom teacher working

cooperatively with Extension agents to plan and carry out
the club program, and who has three or more years of experience .
Extension agents .

Full-time paid professional work-

ers who administer the 4-H Club program .
Related Studies
In interpreting and appraising a research study, it
is of great value to know how the investi gation fits into
the context of previous research and thinkin g on the problem . 2
This is particularly true in the present instance where a
large number of factors which have been investigated in earlier studies are re-examined and re-interpreted .
For over

25

years, research has been conducted on

the problems of re-enrollment in 4-H Clubs and parent cooperation in 4-H Club work .

Huc h of it has been sponsored by

the Agricul t ural Extension Service .
Although the number of these studies is now quite
large, very little has been done with Negroes .
2 Ibid . , p . 79 .
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All of these studies have reported their results in
terms of the relationship of re-enrollment or parent cooperation to specific factors, that is , age , tenure, size of
farm , education of parents , size of club or completion of
project .

Most of these studies were done with community

clubs .
A review of the research literature of 4- H Club re enrollment discloses the use of two basic approaches .

One

approa ch relates individual member characte ri sti c t o re enrollment rates .

In the former approach, those who drop

out are compared with those who re-enroll .

In the latter

approach, clubs are compared with one another .

This review

will be restricted to findings from studies of indi vidual
member characteristic s .

The following paragraphs gi ve an

idea of the more important area s that have been covered .
A number of studi e s report that age at first enroll ment is r elated to re-enrollment .

Studies by Sabrosky , 3
and the Western Region 4- H Study Committee 4 have found that
i ni tial re-enrollment at an early age is related to contin-

ui ng enTollment .

Evidence indicates as association between

.3r.iaurel K. Sabrosky, "Data Relating to Individual 4-H
Club Project Enrollment and Re - enrollment," Exten sion Service
Circular 898 , U.S . Department of Ag riculture, 1950 .

4western Re gion l+- H Study Committee , "Tables of Data
from Western Re gion 4-H Study of First Year Members , " Extension Service Circula r 378, U. S . Department of Ag riculture,

1950 .
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re-enrollment and various aspects of the child's •home background .

Howes5 reports that the level of parental formal

social participation is associated with re-enrollment.
Sabrosky 6 says that the level of living of the family is related to re-enrollment .

Several studies have shown that

parental interest and participation in 4-H activities are
followed by re-enrollment . This is found to be true by
Harmon , 7 and by the New England 4-H Study Committee. 8
Another group of factors which ha ve received some
attention deal with the influence of the peer group on reenrollment.
Some evidence shows that the degree of member participation in the 4-H program is associated with reenrollment .

Harmon9 and SabroskylO demonBtrated this.

Studies have found an association between reenrollment and the leader and the child.

The evidence is

5M. L. Howes, "Some Factors Involved in the Non Re enrollment of First Year 4-H Club Boys in Baltimore , Maryland ,"
(unpublished Master ' s thesis, University of Maryland , 1953.)
6
Sabrosky, QQ . cit., p. 65.

7sarah I. Harmon ,

A Study of Some of the Factors As sociated with Re -enrollment of First Year 4-H Club Members in
Harrison County, 1:./e st Virginia," ( unpublished Master 's the sis,
Cornell University, 1951) .
11

8New England 4-H Study Committee, 11 4-H Club Work and
High School Youth, 11 New England Exte11.sion Service Publication,
1947.
9Harmon, .Q.12. cit., p . 38.
10 sabrosky, .Q.12. cit ., p. 67 .
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generally in terms of home visits and project assistance .
Previous research studies have repeatedly found
that the agent ' s first enrollment , home background, parental interest , membership in peer groups, previous member
participation and personal relationship with the leader
are of importance for individual re-enrollment in 4-H clubs •

•

CHAPTER II
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
Occupation and Participation
Of the mothers included in this study , nine - tenths
percent were farmers ; one percent, part-time farmers ; two
percent , industrial workers ; 56 percent, housewives; and
the others did not respond t_o this question .

Of the fa..:

thers reporting in the study, four and eight- tenths were
farmers; 20 percent , part- time farmers; and 34 percent were
industrial workers .

Housewives had a good edge on all oc -

cupations for women , and industrial workers led in the group
of occupations for men .

.It can be assumed that a large

number of the part-time farmers were also industrial workers .
TABLE I

PARTICIPATION IN OCCUPATIONS

Occupations
Farmer
Part- time farmer
Industrial worker
House wife

Mothers
Number
Percent
1

.9

2

3

1 .0
2. 0

60

56 .o

Fathers
Number Percent

5

4. 8

21

20 . 0

37

34. 0
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Place of Residence and Participation
Of the group included in this study, it was found
that 25 percent of the families lived on a farm.

This is

roughly the same number of fathers that said they were
farmers and part-time farmers.

Twenty-seven percent lived

in the country but not on a farm; three and seven-tenths
percent lived in a tovm. with a population of less than
2,500; f our and eight-tenths percent, in a town with a population of 2,500 to 10,000; twenty-two percent, in a city
of over 10,000 people; and 14 percent in a suburban area of
a city with a population over 10,000.

TABLE II
PLACE OF RESIDENCE

Number

Percent

On a farm

26

·25

In the country but not on a farm

29

27

On farm part of year and in town part
of year

0

0

In a town of less than 2,500 population .

4

3.7

In a town of 2, 500-10 ,ooo population

5

4.8

Residence

In a city of over 10,000

23

22

In a suburban area (not in city limits)
of a city of over 10,000

16

14

12
Length of Time in Cormnunity and
Participation
A majority of the families, or 31 percent, had lived
in the community from 11 to 15 years; 11 percent lived there
less than 5 years; 20 percent, 5 to 10 years; 16 percent, 16
to 20 years; and 17 percent of the families had lived in the
community over 21 years , see Table III .
After the first 5 years in a community, length of
time in a community had little bearing on children participating in Extension activities .
TABLE III
LENGTH OF TIME I N COMMUNITY

Number of Years in
Community

Number
Reporting

Percent
Reporting

Less than five years

12

11

5 to 10 years

21

20

11 to 15 years

33

31

16 to 20 years

21

20

21 years and over

18

17

Tenure and Participation
Data in Table IV show that 80 percent of the families
owned their homes; and 19 percent did not own their homes .

13
Only one percent of the families questioned did not respond
to this item on the questionnaire .
The high percentage of home ovme rs can partially be
traced to the fact that most farmers and part-time farmers
are landowners .

The agricultural industry does not lend it-

self to tenantry .
TABLE IV
TENURE OF FAMILIES

Number
Reporting

Percent
Reporting

Home owners

85

80

Renters

20

19

Size of Family and Participation
The number of children in the family seemed to have
had some bearing on participation in 4-H activities .

Data

in Table V reveal the number of children in the family and
percent of participation in 4-H activities .

Families of 1

to 3 children had 26 percent participation; 4 to 6 children,
30 percent participation; and families of 7 children and over,
participated 42 percent in 4-H activities .

It may be men-

tioned here that low i ncome families participated in more 4-H
activities .

Usually , low income and large f amilies tend to
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go together .

Also, 4-H Club work is designed to be very

inexpensive .
TABLE V
SIZE OF FAMILY

Families
Reporting

Percent
Reporting

1 to 3

28

26

4 to 6

32

30

7 and over

44

42

Number of Children
in Family

4-H Experiences of Children and
Participation
Past experience of sisters and brothers in 4-H Club
activities had just the opposite effect on participation as
size of family .

In this category, data in Table VI indicate

from 1 to 3 children with past experience in 4-H, participated 77 percent; 4 to 6 children, 16 percent participation;
and families with 7 children and over, participated nine percent .
This study was disappointing to the writer, but the
results may be due to the fact that the families with large
numbers still have some younger children.
Grouping), will bear t his out .

Chart 16, (Age
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TABLE VI
NUMBER OF CHILDREN WITH 4-H EXPERIENCE
Number of Children

Families
Reporting

Percent
Reporting

1 to 3

82

77

4 to 6

17

16

7 and over

1

.9

Assistance Given }2Y Parents
and Participation
The parents gave the children a great deal of assistance in their 4- H acti vities .

Helping the children se-

lect projects, getting project materials and reading 4- H
publications were rated high for the mothers .

Transporting

children to activities, reading 4-H publication, assisting
leaders and selecting projects rated high for the fathers,
see Table VII .
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'FABLE VII
ASSISTANCE GIVEN CHILDREN

Areas of Assistance

Mothers
Number Percent

Fathers
Number Percent

Help children select
projects

65

61

41

39

Help children get material
for projects

65

61

l+o

38

Read 4-H news articles

55

52

30

27

Help children with project

56

53

41

39

Read all 4-H material given
them

46

43

24

23

Help get 4-H records

39

37

21

20

Encourage children to take
part in 4-H activities

70

66

47

44

Attend special 4-H events

30

27

21

20

Discuss with local leaders
how they can help

33

31

16

15

Listen to 4-H program on
radio

50

47

27

25

Provide transportation for
children

47

44

42

l+o

Discuss 4-H with other
parents

17

16

9

8

Knowledge of Agents and Participation
Knowledge of the agent personally and directly throu~h
the children had an important bearing on participation .

Data

in Table VIII reveal that 37 percent of the mothers and 36

17
percent of the fathers knew the agent personally; 52 percent of the mothers and 31 percent of the fathers knew the
agent through their children .

Significantly also, is the

fact that 20 percent of the mothers and 12 percent of the
fathers with children participating in 4- H activities had
no contact with the agent .
TABLE VIII
KNO~~EDGE OF 4- H CLUB AGENTS
Mothers
Number Percent
Know agent personally

Fathers
Number Percent

39

37

38

36

Know agent through children 55

52

33

31

Know agent through radio

15

14

11

10

Know agent through newspaper

27

25

17

16

Know agent through friends

21

20

13

12

Don ' t lmow agent

20

19

16

15

Knowledge of Former Agents and
Participation
Due to the fact that large numbers of families have
migrated to the parish it was felt that this section was extremely important .

However, data in Table I X indicate that

it did not turn out to be of significant importance as the
writer believed .

Thirty-nine percent of the mothers and

38 percent of the fathers knew the former agent in this
parish; 11 percent of the mothers and 10 percent of the fathers knew the agent in another parish; and five percent of
the mothers and three and seven- tenths of the fathers knew
the agent in another state .
TABLE IX
KNO~KiEDGE OF FORMER AGENTS

Mothers
Number Percent

Fathers
Number Perc~nt

Knew former agent in this
parish

41

39

4o

38

Knew agent in another
parish

12

11

11

10

Knew agent in another
state

6

5

4

3. 7

Knowledge of Other Agricultural
Workers and Participation
The families participating seemed to have had a
fairly good knowledge of other agricultural and related
workers .

Data in Table X reveal that

51 percent of the

mothers and 38 percent of the fathers knew the 4-H leaders.
This would indicate that 14 percent more of the mothers
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knew the agent than those reporting having knovm the 4-H
leaders .

Forty-four percent of the mothers and 36 percent

of the fa the rs knew local agricultural teacher; while 55
percent of the mothers and 37 percent of the fathers re ported that they knew the local home economi cs teacher .
More mothers knew 4-H leaders than they did professional
Extension workers .
TABLE X

KNOvJLEDGE OF OTHER AGRICULTURE AGENCIES
Mothers
Number Percent

Fathers
Number Percent

Local 4-H leaders

54

51

4D

38

Local agriculture teacher

47

44

38

36

Local home economics
teacher

58

55

41

39

Past Experience As A 4- H Member
and Participation
Data in Table XI reveal past experience of mothers
and fathers as a 4-H member .

Sixty-one mothers reported

that they had past experience as a 4-H member; while 27 reported that they had never been a 4- H Club member .

Fifty

fathers reported that they had past experience as a 4-H member , and 9 reported that they had never been a club member .
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Despite the fact mass enrollment seems to be the rule here,
this has not had time to effect the children participating
in 4- H activities at present .
TABLE XI

EXPERIENCE AS A 4-H MEMBER

Have you ever been a
4-H member?

Mothers
Reporting
Yes
No

Fathers
Reporting
Yes
No

61

50

27

9

Past Exnerience As A 4- H Leader
and Participation
Of the 106 questionnaires returned, only 11 mothers
and none of the fathers said that they had been a 4- H leader .
This is due primarily because, until three years ago, only
teachers served as leaders, thereby eliminating many other
persons .

And still, community, project, and neighborhood

leaders are in their infancy.

TABLE XII
EXPERIENC~ AS A 4-H LEADER
Mothers
Yes
Have you ever been a 4-H
leader?

11

No

Fathers
Yes
No
0
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Membership in Other Clubs
and Pa rticipation
Data in Table XIII reveal organizations other than
4- H in which children participate .

Twe nty- four percent of

the parents with children participating in 4-H indicated
that their children belonged to the Scouts; while 46 percent
had children that belonged to the Gray X and Hi-Y organizations .
It seems that Scouting draws a little different individual than that of 4- H Club work .

With the Yl-1:CA and Y-W
CA

having a close working relationship with the schools, there
would be some ove rlapping .
TABLE XIII
EXPERIENCE OF CHILDREN I N OTHER ORGAN IZAT IONS
Organization

Number

Percent

Scouts

26

24

Gray X
Hi-Y

15
34

14

N. F. A.

15

Y. M.
Band

c.

A.

Y-Te ens
Blue Birds
N. H. A.

32
14

.9
.9

1
1
3
1
1

2

.9
.9
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Participation in Camps
The mothers and fathers included in this study indi cated that the i r children also attended vari ous camps
held by the organizations to which they belonged .

Data in

Table XIV reveal that 11 percent of the children participating in Extension activities attended Scout camp,; while
six percent attended other camps .
TABLE XIV
PARTICIPATION OF CHILDREN IN VA..~IOUS CAMPS
Camp

Number

Percent

12
2

11
1

6

5

Scout
Gray X
Hi - Y

Prior Affiliation With Extension
Agents and Participation
Of the mothers and fathers included in this study,
1 6 percent and 12 percent, respectively, attended meetings
conducted by the Extension agent .

Another 16 percent of the

women had carried result demonstrations ; while eight percent
belonged to home demonstration clubs , see Table XV .
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TABLE X!v
PRIOR AFFILIATION 'WITH AG:I:NTS

Mothers
Fathers
Number Percent Number Percent
Attended meetings conducted by agents

17

16

13

12

Have carried result
demonstrations

7

6

0

0

Belong to home demonstration club

9

8

1

.9

Membership in Clubs and Societies
and Participation
Fraternal organizations and the parent-teacher association were the organizations in which most of the Negro
parents belonged .

Data in Table X!vI list twenty-three of

these organizations
It can be seen that the mothers participated in
more clubs and societies than the fathers.

Further, that the

membership of the mothers in clubs and societies showed just
about the same amount of participation.
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TABLE XVI
MEMBERSHIP IN CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Club and So ciety

Mothers
Number Percent

Mason
Elks
Eastern Sta r

5

P . T . A.

6

Dr awnborn Societ y
Ten Toppers

1

Quarterba ck Club
Community Ass ' n Welfare

7
4

6

5

4. 8

3. 7

1
1
1

1

Bonnie Bel l s
Zeta Phi Beta Soror i ty
Phi Beta Sigma

1

Modern Manners Club

2

Elm Grove Fund Raising
Bond Club
Mutual Aid Society

1

Isaac and Rebecca Secre t
Order
Faculty and Staff Wi ves
Club

4. 8
5

Fathers
Number Percent

1
1
1

1

.9
.9

1

.9

1

1

1

Southern University
Secretary Organization

1

Y . W. C . A.

1

I . E . A.

1

L . E . A.

1

N . E . A.

1

King David Society

1

Ki tchen Club

1

.9
.9
.9
.9
.9
.9
.9

1

.9
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Age Range and Participation
Data in Table XVII show an age range grouping of
the mothers and fathers included in this study.

Forty-

five percent of the mothers were in the 30- 39 years of age
group; 33 percent, the 4o- 49 years of age group; and five
percent fell in the 50- 59 years of age group .

Of the fa -

thers reporting, 20 percent fell in the 30- 39 years of age
group; 32 percent in the 40- 49 years of age group; 13 percent in the 50- 59 years of age group; and 10 percent were
in the 60 years of age and over group .
TABLE XVII
AGE RANGE

Age Range

Mothers
Number Percent

Fathers
Number Percent

19 years or under (not
applicable)

1

20- 24 years
25-29 years

1

30- 39 years
4o- 49 years
50- 59 years

48
35
5

60 years and over

1

-9

.9
45
33
4. 8
.9

21
34
14
11

20
32
13
10
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Income and Participation
Data in Table XVIII show the ave ra ge i n come of families participating in t his study.

Forty-four percent of

the families had incomes of less than $2,500; twenty- f ive
percent had incomes between $2,500 and $6,000; and only five
percent of the families had an income over $7,000.

Farmers

and part-time farmers make up the low income group.

Part-

time farmers and industrial workers make up the othe r group.
TABLE XVIII
FAMILY I NCOME
Number

Percent

Less than $1,000

17

16

;~1,000 - $1,499

19

18

$1,500 - $2,499

11

10

$2,500 - $3,499

13

12

$3,500 - $4,999

10

9

- $6,999

6

5

$7,000 - $9,999

1

.9

$10,000 - or over

4

3-7

Income

$5 ,ooo
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Educational Status and Participation
The educational level of Negro families in this
study centered around the elementary grades, with the women
having a little better formal training than the men .

Data

in Table XIX indicate that 49 percent of the women and 47
percent of the men fell in the elementary grades section.
Yet, 28 percent of the women and only 16 percent of the men
had high school training .

Only three percent of the men had

college training; while seven percent of the women had college training .
TABLE XIX

EDUCATIONAL STATUS

Educational Level

Mothers
Number Percent

Fathers
Number Percent

Elementari School
1st to 4th grade
5th to 6th grade
7th grade
8th grade

6
14
17
16

5
13
16
15

16
9
8
18

15
8
7
17

High School
1 - 3 years
4 years

24
6

23
5

11
7

10
6

College
1 - 3 years
4 years
More than 4 years

2

4
3

1
3.7
2

1
3

.9
2

CHAPTER III
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND :lECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The investi gation of factors associated with club members participation in Extension activities has consisted of
an analysis of the characteristics of 106 Negro families in
East Baton Rouge Parish , Louisiana .

Parents whose children

participated in 4-H activities were given twenty questions to
answer .

The statistical analysis of the information from the

questionnaires resulted in a number of findings which seem to
be of importance .
1. Occupation and participation of housewives ana industrial workers who had children participating in Extension had
a slight edge on other groups .

Part-time farmers were also

significant .
2. Rural residence is still the area in which most members live and participate in Extension activities .

But the

urban group is also importan t.

3. Length of time in the community had no bearing on
the participants

4. Overwhelmingly, more home ovmers than tenants participated in Extension activities .

5.

The larger the family, the higher the percentage of

participation in Extension activities .

29

6. Past experience of sisters and brothers tended
to lower the percentage of participants .

7. The study bears out the fact that the more assistance that parents give their children, the more participation you get from the children .

8 . Knowledge of the agents, directly and indirectly,
influenced participation .

9 . Knowledge of former agents has about the same effect as knowledge of present agents .
10 . The families participating had a broad knowledge
of other agricultural workers .
11 . Past experience as a 4-H member had no effect on
participation .
12 . Only one person of the total number included in
this study, has served as a 4-H leader .

13 . The YMCA and YWCA organizations seem to attract
the same children .
14. Most of the families belonged to societies, social
clubs and secret orders .

15. Prior affiliation with agents seemed to have minor
influence on participation .
16 . Parents of participants fell in the productive age
grouping .
17 . Low income Negro families tend to participate more
in club work .
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18 . Elementary school is about the norm for parents
of the participants .
Conclusions
From the findings of the study on factors associated
with participation of 4-H club members in Extension activities in East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, it can be concluded that:
1 . Housewives will continue to have a lot of influence on the participation of 4- H members in Extension activities .
2 . Extension work is still slanted toward the rural
family .

3. Large families tend to rely on Extension.

4. The better known the agent is, the greater percentage of participation .

5.

It is a good thing for agents to cooperate with

other agencies ..
Recommendations
In making recommendations on the basis of a study, it
is of value to keep two points in mind:

(1) Though recommen-

dations are based on facts, they are themselves judgments
rather than facts .

A recommendation may be in error, although

the facts supporting it are true, because not all the facts
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have been considered in forming the judgment .

(2) There is

little point in making recommendations involving impossible
changes in the nature of the situation .

•Ji th these consid-

1

erations in mind, and in view of the fact that this research
project was designed to get information for action, it seems
proper to make the following brief recommendations:
1.

The Extension program should be designed to in-

clude more housewives .
2.

Agents should strive to lmow personally, as many

families as possible .

3.

More influence should be placed with urban clubs .

4. More emphasis should be placed with tenants .
5. Programs should be designed for cooperation with
other agencies .

6.

Further research should be done on the following:

(a) Size of family and participation and past experience of
sisters and brothers; ( b) membership in other clubs and 4-H
clubs; and (c) income levels of 4-H families .

APPENDIX
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FACTORS ASSOCIATED 1 JITH 4-H CLUB MEMBERS PARTICIPATION IN
EXTENSION ACTIVITI~S IN EAST BATON ROUGE
PARISH, BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

Questionnaire

Introduction - For the past 10 years, club enrollment averaged 1,500
while participation in all Parishes and State activities averaged less than 100 .

The writer believes this percentage is

too low .
Purpose of the Study - The primary purpose of the study is to obtain and interpret information relative to th~ characteristics of parents
of club members participating in Extension activities to use
in improving or revising the existing program .
Scope of the Study - The study shall include approximately 300 club members
of the 1,500 total in five high schools representing rural and
urban groups .
Statement of Problems
To what extent the economic condition, educational
level, occupation, size of family, age, prior participation
with Extension program and location of home of parents have
affected 4-H club members participation in Extension activities.

1.

Occupation
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

2.

(check one)

Father

Mother

Farmer
Part-time farmer
Industrial worker
Housewife
Other (s pecify)

vJhere is your home located?

(check one)

a . On a farm
b . In the country but not on a farm
c. On farm part of year and in town part of year
d . In a town of less than 2 ,500 population
e . In a town of 2,500-10,000 population
f. In a city of over 10,000
g . In a suburban area (not in city limits) of a city of
over 10,000

3. How long ha ve you lived in the community?

(check one)

a . Less than 5 years
b . 5 - 10 years
c. 1 1 - 15 years
d . 16 - 20 years
e . 21 - Years and over
4.

Do you own or rent your home or farm?
Own ___ Rent ___

5.

Number of children in family

(check one)

( check one)

a . 1 - 3 _ __
b . 4 - 6 __

c. 7 and over _ __

6.

Number of children with present or past experiences in
4-H club work (check one)
a. 1 : 3 _ __
b. 4
6
c. 7 and over _ __

7.

Have any of your children participated in the following
in the past 3 years?
Yes
Don't know
a . 4-H Achievement Day
b . 4- H Camp
c. Livestock Show or Parade
d . Other (specify)
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8.

Do you , as parents

(check yes or no)
Mother

a . Help children select
projects
Yes_
b . Help children get mate rial for project
c . Re::id 4- H news articles
d . Help children 1ith project
e . Read all 4- H material
given them
f . Help children keep 4- H
records
g. Encourage children to take
part in 4- H activities
h . Attend special 4- H events
i . Discuss with local leaders
how they can help
j . Listen to 4- B program on
radio
k . Provide transportation
for children
1 . Get other parents together
to discuss 4- H

9.

No_ Yes_

No

What is your knowledge of 4- H club agents
Mother
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Kno~ a~ent
Know a~ent
Know agent
Know agent
Know agent
paper
f . Don ' t know
g . Know agent
( specify)

10 .

Father

Father

personally
through children
through radio
through friends
through newsafent
through others

:!hat is your lmowledge of former agents?
hother
a . Knew former agent in this
Parish
b . Knew agent in another
Parish
c . Knew agent in another
State

Father

11 . Do you know the following:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Mother

Local 4- H leaders
Local agricultural teachers
Local home economics teacher
Other agricultural agenci es
( spec i fy )

Father

---

12 . Have you ever been a 4- H member'?
Mother
Father
Yes_No __ Yes_No _ _
1 3. Have you ever been a 4- H
leader'?

Yes _ _No __ Yes __No _ _

14 . Do any of your children now belong to any of the followi ng organi zations'?
Yes
No
a . Scouts
b . Gray X
c . Hi - Y
d . Other ( speci fy)

15.

Have your children attended any of the following camps'?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Scouts camp
Gray X
H- Y
Others ( specify)

Yes

No _ _ _

16. Please write clubs and societies to which you belong .
Mother

Father

a.
b.
c.
d.

17 . "What is your prior affiliation with Extension agents?
Mother

Father

a . Have attended meetings
conducted by agents
b . Have carried result demonstrations
c . Belong to Home Bemonstration Club

18 . In which age group do you belong? (Please check one)
Mother
a . 19 years or under
b . 20 - 24 years

Father

Mother
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

25 - 29 years
30 - 39 years
4o - 49 years
50 - 59 years
60 years or older

Father

19. Please indicate which of the follov1ing is nearest your
gross income for family (check one only)
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

Less than $1 ,000
1,000 - 1,499 _ _
1,500 - 2,499 - 2,500
3,499 _ _
3,500 - 4,999 _ _
5 ,ooo
6,999
7,000 - 9,999 - 10,000 - or over _ __

20. Please check the highest grade you completed in school.
Elemen tary School
a. 1st to 4th grade
b. 5th to 6th grade
c. 7th grade
a.. 8th grade
High School
a . 1 to 3 years
b . 4 years
College
a. 1 to 3 years
b. 4 years
c . More than 4 years

Mother

Father
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